
Harvest Thanksgiving. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. I spent much of my early life working in farming areas of SA and then 

my first six years as a Pastor I served in the Mallee of SA. Most of those areas were 

cropping and sheep country with the average rainfall about 15 inches a year. There 

was minimal irrigation. Crops were sown in Autumn and Winter and harvested in 

early Summer. The harvest mainly came in at the same time. And so the churches in 

those areas celebrated the end of the harvest in late January. Not so in Bundaberg- 

here our farmers are harvesting all year round. Irrigation and the mild weather make 

it a wonderful place to farm. Ancient Israel was more like SA and the associated 

Mediterranean climate. Northern Israel has good soil and good rains but the 

southern part is much drier and harsher. And the crops grown were grapes, figs and 

cereals. It was a good land. It was the Promised Land. It was the land that God gave 

to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The people who had become 

slaves then freed by God through the prophet Moses and then led into the Land by 

Joshua. But before they entered the Promised Land, GOs preached to them through 

Moses. These words are recorded in the book of Deuteronomy.  

Towards the end of the sermon we had the words from our OT reading this morning: 

Deuteronomy 26. Take some of the first fruits of all that you produce from the soil of 

the land that the LORD your God is giving you. Take it to the priests and Levites as a 

thank offering to the LORD. So at the end of every harvest, the people of God would 

gather together to thank and praise the One who had created the, saved them and 

who had blessed them with the harvest. Once a year- this was a great religious 

festival to the LORD for the people. But every week there was a similar celebration 

and worship and acknowledgement of the goodness and bounty of the LORD God 

Almighty: Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labour 

and do all your work but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it 

you shall not do any work…What a wonderful commandment- do no work- rest- rest 

and remember all that the LORD your God has done for you. We have lost so much 

by ignoring the Third Commandment.  

But before these words, in the beginning of the sermon- God said: Deuteronomy 8: 

When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land 

He has given you...Obey His commands...do not forget Him...Otherwise, when you 

eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down (and when you 

become rich) and you may forget the LORD your God. These words were spoken by 

GOD about 4000 years ago. And how appropriate they are for us today in Australia 

and the rest of the Western world- we are rich, our houses are large and so many 

are forgetting to thank God for it is He who ultimately has given all this to us. What 

can WE do? We can continue to thank God, to remember the Sabbath Day, to 

celebrate on behalf of all farmers and to worship God. AND to pray that all people 

will do likewise.  

It is easy to become downhearted over the plight of our church but God through His 

word calls us to remember, repent, receive and rejoice: Phil 4: Rejoice in the LORD 

always...Do not be anxious about anything but in everything, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving present your requests to God. And as we do so, everything in our 

lives is put into a Godly perspective.  



I love the words of the last verse of Luther’s hymn- A Mighty Fortress is our God: 

The Word shall stand despite all foes- no thanks they for it merit- For God is with us, 

and bestows His gifts and Holy Spirit. And take thou our life, goods fame, child and 

wife: though all these be gone, yet have our foes not won., the kingdom ours 

remaineth.  

As we heard last week on Sunday- on Father’s Day- it is God who blesses us with 

family. And as we celebrate today the Harvest and all the good things we have from 

God- there may come a day when we lose some or even all of this. But there is one 

thing that cannot be taken away from us- the Kingdom of God. 

And our last reading proclaims to us that which is of ultimate importance: John 6. I 

tell you the truth, whoever believes in me has everlasting life. I am the bread of 

life. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life and I will raise him 

up on the last day.  

The harvest is plentiful, let us ask the LORD of the harvest to lead us to sow and 

reap. And remember that the Lord of the harvest is Jesus Christ- now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

 


