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FATHER. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Luke 14:25-33. Large crowds were travelling with Jesus, turning to them he said, “If 

anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and his mother and his wife and 

his children and his brothers and his sisters- and yes, even his own life- he cannot 

be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be 

my disciple…In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything cannot 

be my disciple.” Let us pray.  

Hate! Hate your own family! Hate your own life! And this- from Jesus Christ, the 

gentle Shepherd of the sheep. What on earth is Jesus talking about? Taken out of 

context, any word of God can be misunderstood. So, as always, we need to take into 

account the whole word of God, beginning at the beginning: 

Genesis 1:27: Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness…So 

God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and 

female He created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 

increase in number…” 

Gen 2:24: For this reason, a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 

his wife and they will become one flesh.  

Exodus 20:12: Honour your father and your mother so that you will live long in the 

land that the LORD your God is giving you.  

Ephesians 5:25: Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and 

gave himself up for her… 

Eph 6:4: Fathers, do not exasperate your children, instead, bring them up in the 

training and instruction of the Lord.  

Throughout the whole of Scripture, God creates and sustains families. Marriage and 

family are the basis of and reason for and future of God’s good creation. For in 

family, human beings are to relate to one another in a similar what in that the Father 

and the Son and the Holy Spirit relate to one another- in love, respect and honour. 

One God- Three Divine Persons. One family- with millions and millions of human 

beings, angels, cherubim, seraphim and God- in righteous relationships with one 

another.  

So again, we ask the question: `Why does Jesus call us to hate those closest to us’? 

Again the answer is throughout the whole of Scripture: 

Genesis 1:27: Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness. It is 

God who created us.  

Exodus 20:1: And God spoke all these words: I AM the LORD your God who brought 

you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before 

me…It is God who has saved us.  

Matthew 6:21: For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. It is God who 

gives meaning to our lives.  



Matthew 6:24: No one can serve two masters. Either they will hate the one and love 

the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 

both God and Mammon/money/earthly possessions.  

It is God- Father, Son and Holy Spirit- has created us and it is He who has redeemed 

us and there is to be nothing- nothing at all- that is to come between us and Him. 

And why is God so jealous of our relationship with Him? 

Last week the OT reading was from Jeremiah 2:13: My people have committed two 

sins: they have forsaken Me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own 

cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water. Life with God is real, meaningful, 

satisfying, filled with light and overflowing with life. Life without God leads to 

domestic violence, war, hunger, suicide, pain and grief. Sin is what causes all our 

suffering and it is sin that brings death and it is sin that separates us from true life 

with God. And that is why God sent His Son- to atone for our sins and the bring us 

into real and eternal life.  

It is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ that we are saved and have the sure and 

certain assurance of heaven waiting for us.  

But it will cost us. It cost the Son of God his life and as we are drawn into his life- 

there will be a cost for us. What has it cost you to follow Jesus Christ? 

A few weeks ago we had another strange word from Jesus: Luke 12:51:  Do you 

think that I have come to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, not peace but division. 

From now on there will be five in one family dividing against each other, three 

against two and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and son 

against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother in law 

against daughter in law and daughter in law against mother in law.  But in Luke 2 we 

hear the angels singing at the birth of Christ: Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace to men on whom his favour rests. And in Isaiah 9:6 the Messiah- the 

Christ is acclaimed as the PRINCE OF PEACE. The Eternal Son of God lived, 

suffered and died to bring peace between all people and God. But the result of his 

coming into the lives of many is separation- some confess: Jesus is Lord while many 

others deny him.  

Some of you have suffered separated families as a result of following Jesus but 

many have not. So again I ask the question: What has it cost you to follow Jesus 

Christ?  Whatever is has cost you- it must be worth it- because you are here! And I 

thank God for you. In many and various ways we have all determined that it is worth 

it- in many and various ways we have been wonderfully blessed even in the midst of 

terrible suffering and fear and doubts- we are still here.  

And more blessings are to come our way: Luke 18:29: I tell you the truth, Jesus said, 

no one who has left home or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of 

the Kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as much in this age and in the 

age to come, eternal life.  

Eternal life- now and forever- in the Presence of God- Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

 

 

 


