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Mt Sinai or Mt Zion? You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning 

with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that 

those who heard it begged that no further words be spoken to them, because they could not bear 

what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned.” The sight 

was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” Let us pray.  

Do not touch! Danger!  Warning! We see these signs in many and various places- on electrical 

appliances, medicine bottles, high lookouts, road works and so on. They tell us that our lives 

might be at risk. The Hebrew people were on their journey to the Promised Land. Escaping from 

the clutches of Egypt, following the prophet of God- Moses, their hearts were filled with hope, fear, 

regret and anxiety. But hope reigned supreme- hope and faith in the God of their ancestors- 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob-that He would fulfil His promises. Three months after their escape they 

were camped in the desert in front of a mountain- Mt Sinai. There God spoke to Moses giving him 

many commandments concerning trust, life, peace, faith, land and sacrifice. And there God spoke 

to the people- directly- giving them the Ten Commandments. This is the only time God spoke 

directly to all the people which highlights the importance of the Ten Commandments. But before 

God spoke to them He had them make preparations: Be consecrated… wash your clothes and be 

ready by the third day…Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, “Be careful 

that you do not go up to the mountain…Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to 

death.  

On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the 

mountain and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled…the whole mountain 

trembled violently and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder…And God spoke all these 

words: The Ten Commandments. Ex 20. 

Previously, God had said: (I have saved you from slavery and death in Egypt) now if you obey me 

fully and keep my covenant…you will be my treasured possession…a kingdom of priests and a 

holy nation…The people all responded together, “We will do everything the LORD has said.” (Ex 

19) 

We have heard the Law of God and we will keep the Law of God and so salvation will be ours. 

And in time the people of God came to believe that their salvation was to be earned. Forgetting so 

much. First and foremost was the truth that God saved them BEFORE He gave them the Law. He 

gave them the Law to keep them saved. To keep them holy. To atone for their sins. Because no 

one can come into the presence of the HOLY GOD because all people, even the descendants of 

Abraham, were sinners. And for sinners to come into the Holy Light of God meant destruction. 

This is something that much of the modern Western Church has lost – that God is to be feared.  

Some of you might remember being sent to the Headmasters’ Office to be caned. Some of you 

might remember having a police car turn its blue light upon you. Some of you might remember a 

letter from the ATO asking you to explain. All these pale into insignificance when compared 

coming into the presence of the Holy God. Unless.  

Hebrews 12: You have come to Mt Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You 

have come to thousands of thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, 

whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all people, to the spirits 

of righteous people made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled 

blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 



The letter to the Hebrews was written to encourage the early church not to give up on worshipping 

together and to not give up on Jesus Christ and in doing so, lose the salvation that had been 

given to them. 

Already we have heard of the various witnesses of the OT people of faith- who believed in the 

promises of God even though they did not fully receive them while on earth. But they continued to 

believe they would receive God’s promise in full - in eternity. So don’t give up! 

But now the writer speaks of a profound mystery of the Church- that when we worship together 

here in St John’s we are worshipping with the whole Church on earth and in heaven. That is why 

the writer writes: You have come to Mt Zion. Not- `you will come to Mt Zion- but `you HAVE come 

to Mt Zion. In other words, divine worship is when heaven and earth come together to worship 

God and the Lamb of God on the throne. 

Mt Zion? It is Heaven- our present in faith and our future in sight. It is the heavenly Jerusalem, the 

city of the living God. Prophesied and revealed in Ezekiel 40 and Revelation 21, 22. 

To the angelic host- Revelation 5:11. 

To the Church of the Firstborn- that is, the Church-  the Body of Christ,  

Whose names are written in heaven- in the Book of life (Luke 10:20; Phil 4:3; Rev 3:5; 20:12). And 

when were our names written on God’s Book of Life? When we were baptised.  

To God, the Judge of all people. Judgement first and foremost of the basis of our response to 

Jesus Christ: Matthew 10:32. 

To the spirits of the righteous people made perfect. All those who have died in Christ are with 

Christ NOW. But only in spirit, they await the resurrection of their bodies on the Last Day. But 

already they are perfected- complete- holy- without sin and living in the presence of God and the 

Lamb in heaven.  

To Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant. Even now, as the Redeemed, Chosen, Adopted, 

Children of God (Eph 1) we still only have access to heaven and to God through Jesus Christ. 

John 14: I am the Way and the Truth and the Life, no one comes to God the Father except 

through me.  

Remember Mt Sinai- thunder and lightning, fear and trembling- the giving of the LAW of the 

Covenant? And all the people said: We will do everything the LORD has said.” But they didn’t. 

They broke God’s Law again and again-  they sinned. And the wages of sin are death- eternal 

death- eternal separation from the life, light, love and grace of God (Romans 6:23). And so a New 

Covenant was foreshadowed (Jer 31) and fulfilled in the Life, death and resurrection of the Eternal 

Son of God.  

And to the sprinkled blood which speaks a better word that the blood of Abel. The blood of Abel 

cried out for vengeance (Gen 4:10) but the blood of Jesus Christ cries out: Given and shed for you 

for the forgiveness of your sins. Holy Communion, the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, the 

Fellowship Meal- the time and the place where we receive the Person of Jesus Christ and his life, 

love and light.  

Why would anyone give all this up by not participating in Divine Worship?  

Mt Sinai – the Law of God- still has meaning and importance for us but only because we already 

have come to Mt Zion- to God the Father through Jesus the Son in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ- only and always. Amen.  

 

 


